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MSc Dissertation Assessment

Second Reader Form
	Student Name: ………………………………………............................................................

	Course: 

AIA/ AI / CSS / CServM / IWT / SE / WE/ IT(Business) / IT(Software Systems) / IT(Software Engineering) / CSM / eCommerce/ IT(Information Systems)/ Computing 

	Project Title: …………………………………………………………………………………..............................................

………………………………………………………………………………………………….........................



	Assessed By: ……………………………………..……(2nd Reader)
	       Supervisor

	


You should assess the dissertation under ALL of the categories listed.

 (The normal expectation is Distinction 70%, MSc 50%, Diploma 40%)

As second reader you are primarily concerned with the dissertation document.  Please mark your views on the following tables and provide comments in ALL sections, then use these to assist in allocating a mark for each section.  

You must fill in every section of the form and the rating scales, free text comment and mark for each section should be consistent or the forms will be returned for proper completion.
Your final mark should be noted on the front page of this form.

Total Mark: 

	Total:          /100





If the final mark has been amended, please state the rationale for the changes

	


Electronic version of this form can be found at:  http://www.macs.hw.ac.uk/macshome/cslocal.htm

1.
Rationale and Objectives
	The following points may be considered if relevant to the project
	Poor           Average        Excellent        
	N/A

	Is the topic meaningful, complex and challenging?
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Are the objectives and aims clearly stated?
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Are the main areas of investigation for the project identified?
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Has the student provided ideas and approaches of original thinking?
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Comments:

	Mark (Out of 20)
	/20


2. 
Review and Methodology
	The following points may be considered if relevant to the project
	Poor           Average        Excellent
	N/A

	Is there evidence of sufficient background reading?
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Is there evidence of a clear understanding of the project area/research topic?
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Is the literature study up to date and critically evaluated?
	
	
	
	
	
	

	How pertinent is the background/referenced material?
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Has the student used appropriate tools/software?
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Have the appropriate design methodologies been employed?
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Are the appendices relevant?
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Comments:

	Mark (Out of 20)
	/20


3. 
Results and Evaluation
	The following points may be considered if relevant to the project
	Poor           Average        Excellent        
	N/A

	Are the results presented clearly in a logical manner?
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Are problems and difficulties explained?
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Does the student demonstrate an understanding and interpretation of results and their significance?
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Is the application/product complex? Or is it of limited functionality?
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Does the student demonstrate an appropriate level of understanding of the complexities of the project?
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Is there any critical evaluation of the project?
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Has the student suggested future work?
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Are evaluation and recommendations coherent and logical?
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Comments:

	Mark (Out of 20)
	/20


4. 
The Dissertation Document
	The following points may be considered if relevant to the project
	Poor           Average        Excellent        
	N/A

	Is the writing clear, concise and with good English?
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Is the dissertation sensibly structured into chapters and sections?
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Is the dissertation of an appropriate length?
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Is the approach adopted well justified?
	
	
	
	
	
	

	How well did the student discuss and explain their own work?
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Is the dissertation as a document of a high standard, appropriate for a Masters degree?
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Comments:

	Mark (Out of 20)
	/20


5. 
Volume of Work and Skill Demonstrated
	The following points may be considered if relevant to the project
	Poor           Average        Excellent        
	N/A

	Does the student appear to have undertaken a significant volume of work?
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Was the student required to master new material to enable them to undertake the project?
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Is the topic investigated to an appropriate depth?
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Does the dissertation show a deep understanding of the topic?
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Comments:



	Mark (Out of 20)
	/20


6.
General Comments
	


	Do you believe that the project was conducted in a professional manner, taking into account ethical, legal and social issues where applicable. (For example, are ethical and data protection issues considered in the conduct of experiments involving human subjects).
	YES
	NO

	If NO, please indicate where the inadequacy lay and state why.

Ethical          Legal              Social              Professional


	Do you believe that this dissertation should be made publicly available in the library?


	YES
	NO

	If NO, please state why it should be withheld.


	Do you believe that the dissertation is free from plagiarism?


	YES
	NO
	UNSURE

	If NO or unsure please comment:




Signature………………………………………………..  Date……………………….

Amended Total:                                                 /100








p:\pg\forms\mscdissassess_2ndreader.doc


P:\pg\forms\MScDissAssess_2ndReader.doc


