
Spanish influenza on the island of

Newfoundland



Data sources

• Death records for 1918-1920 from the provincial archives (“The
Rooms”)

– Name, date of death, place of death, cause of death, birth date,
birth place, sex, age, etc.

– 1229 flu deaths, 825 deaths from pneumonia and related conditions

• Hospital records from the Charles S. Curtis Memorial Hospital in
St. Anthony

• In-depth interviews with residents from throughout the island

• Census data and other vital statistics

• Records of international shipping

• Newspaper accounts of the epidemic

• Government correspondence and other miscellaneous
information
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Issues to ponder

1. Questions that can be addressed with data such
as these

• Understanding causes of island-wide patterns

• Understanding how and why regional variability occurs

• Others?

2. Kinds of modeling approaches that would work
best with such data

• Issues of geographic scale

• Availability of contact data

Ultimately plan to record data on other epidemics and
do some longer term demographic and
epidemiological modeling


