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Part 1:  Aims and Objectives

About 300 words  (100—500) describing the aims and objectives of the PROJECT – and also clearly and succinctly stating WHY this is useful.    E.g.  If the main aim is to build a web search engine especially for people looking for holiday homes  -- explain the motivations:    existing search engines are difficult to use for this purpose because there are so many false leads from the keywords? A local company would like this done and is interested in exploiting it?  Existing specialised websites are biased towards certain holiday home companies? … 
Part 2: Project Description

About 500 words (400—800) describing the WHAT and HOW.    When the reader looks at the background/literature review, it should be clear that this makes sense given what you say in the project description.   Here you say WHAT you expect to be doing during the project itself, WHAT kind of topics and actions are involved, and HOW (e.g. using software tools, coding, getting datasets from the web, doing experiments, doing statistical analysis, designing and operating questionnaires, extracting text from PDF files . ….). It is also good to start this section with more background – i.e. restate and expand on the WHY. 
Part 3: Professional, Legal and Social Issues
A brief statement in most cases, but think carefully about the issues first.  It is not good if it seems obvious to the reader that there are  or might be issues, but you say there are not without any explanation.   

Part 4: Dissertation Structure and Layout
Just give a draft of a contents page for your dissertation next term. It is good if there are a few lines of notes for some or all of the sections. This is just to show that you are thinking seriously about the project, and have a sensible idea of what the dissertation will look like. Obviously, it should make sense in the light of what you say in Parts 1 and 2.

Part 5: Background/Literature Review
We have discussed this at length.  A good way to think about it is as follows:  you have a project to do, with aims stated in part 1, and what the project will involve is discussed in part 2. So, to do a good job of the project, and to make sure it usefully adds to existing work, you need to understand a lot more about the background, the context, and all of the things that might be involved. I.e. if there are several software libraries that can be used for a certain part of the project, you need to understand their pros and cons and make the right choice. If there are a few different new ideas that could be used for an aspect of your project (such as making search engine results more relevant, or making interactive systems more user friendly), you need to have a broad understanding of what has already been tried in these areas and how well (or not) those methods worked. Etc …
A good idea to begin with a broad introduction saying what will be reviewed, and end with a summary.
Altogether ~4000 words


Part 6 Conclusions
~500 words, but 1,000 is OK

A good way to think of this section is:   Given the WHY and the WHAT that were set out in parts 1 and 2, and given what you have found out from doing the b/g and  literature review, explain how your project will be shaped given this information.    E.g. if you found from the literature review that nobody has ever used case-based reasoning for plant leaf recognition (your project), but it has worked very well on similar problems, then you will investigate this method for your project. If you have found out that, from 10 online code libraries for data visualization research, three of them have all the properties you need, include here a further discussion of those three which attempts to decide on which one to use for the project. Or, perhaps the discussion ends by indicating that part of the project will be to do a small case study using each of those three, and then decide afterwards, etc … 
Part 7 Project Management Plan
A draft of the timetable of work for the project itself.  A good guide is to have about 12—18 major tasks (e.g. Design of prototype for robot control system (1 week); coding prototype 1 (3 weeks), statistical analysis of results (3 days),  refinement of software based on user feedback (2 weeks), … and make sure project dissertation write-up is one of the tasks, I suggest about 3 weeks full time.
Write some brief notes about each major task, estimating how certain you are of the time it will take, the chances it will take much longer, and how you will amend the ongoing plan in such a case. 
Part 8  Risk Assessment Form
Simply fill this in sensibly. 
